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in Switzerland and the thousands of lives of prisoners that
it had saved, and Gandhiji's answer to the question contained
for Pierre Geresole the solution of all his difficulties and
a message of cheer for the International Service that he
had organized. "I am ashamed to have to own that I do
not know the history of this wonderful and magnificent
organization. If it has saved prisoners by the thousands,
my head bows before it. But having paid this tribute, may
I say that this organization should cease to think of giving
relief after the war but think of giving relief without the
war? If war had no redeeming feature, no courage and .
teroism behind it, it would be a despicable thing, and
would not need speeches to destroy it. But what I would
suggest to you is infinitely nobler than war in all its branches
including Red Gross organization. Believe me there are
many more million prisoners—slaves of their passions
and conditions of life, and believe me that there are millions
wounded by their own folly, and millions of wrecked homes
on the face of the earth. The peace societies of tomorrow
would, therefore, have enough work cut out for them when
they take up international service, and may Switzerland
give the lead to the world in this great task."
In answer to a similar question at another meeting
lie said: "Non-co-operation in military service and service
in non-military matters are not compatible. 'Definitely*
military service is an ill-chosen word. You are all the while
giving military service by deputy because you are supporting
a State which is based on military service. In Transvaal
and other countries some are debarred from military
service, but they have to pay money to the State. You
will have to extend the scope of non-co-operation to your
taxes. There is no limit to extending our service to our
neighbours across our State-made frontiers. God never
made those frontiers."
Qj. Since disarmament chiefly depends on great powers,
why should Switzerland, which is a small State and a
neutral State, be asked to disarm itself?
A. It is from the neutral ground of your country that
I am speaking to all other powers and not only to Switzer-
land. If you won't carry this message to other parts of

